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AGENDA
PART |

It is expected that the matters included in this part of the agenda
will be dealt with in public.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
2, MINUTES 13 JANUARY 2021 (Pages 1
- 10)

Minutes of the meeting of the Ashington and Blyth Local Area Council held
on 13 January 2021, as circulated, to be confirmed as a true record and
signed by the Chair.

3. MINUTES 10 FEBRUARY 2021 (Pages

11 - 16)

Minutes of the meeting of the Ashington and Blyth Local Area Council held
on 10 February 2021, as circulated, to be confirmed as a true record and
signed by the Chair.

4, DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS

Unless already entered in the Council’'s Register of Members’ interests,
members are required to disclose any personal interest (which includes
any disclosable pecuniary interest) they may have in any of the items
included on the agenda for the meeting in accordance with the Code of
Conduct adopted by the Council on 4 July 2012, and are reminded that if
they have any personal interests of a prejudicial nature (as defined under
paragraph 17 of the Code Conduct) they must not participate in any
discussion or vote on the matter and must leave the room. NB Any
member needing clarification must contact Legal Services by email at
monitoringofficer@northumberland.gov.uk Please refer to the guidance on
disclosures at the rear of this agenda letter.

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

To reply to any questions received from members of the public which have
been submitted in writing in advance of the meeting. Questions can be
asked about issues for which the Council has a responsibility. (Public
guestion times take place on a bimonthly basis at Local Area Council
meetings: in January, March, May, July, September and November each
year.)

As agreed by the County Council in February 2012, the management of
local public question times is at the discretion of the chair of the committee.

Please note however that a question may possibly be rejected if it requires

the disclosure of any categories of confidential or exempt information,
namely information:
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1. relating to any individual;

2. which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual;

3. relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person

4. relating to any labour relations matters/negotiations;

5. restricted to legal proceedings

6. about enforcement/enacting legal orders

7. relating to the prevention, investigation of prosecution of crime.

And/or:

° is defamatory, frivolous or offensive;

° it is substantially the same as a question which has been put at a
meeting of this or another County Council committee in the past six
months;

° the request repeats an identical or very similar question from the
same person;

° the cost of providing an answer is disproportionate;

° it is being separately addressed through the Council's complaints
process;

° it is not about a matter for which the Council has a responsibility or
which affects the county;

° it relates to planning, licensing and/or other regulatory applications

° it is a question that town/parish councils would normally be expected

to raise through other channels.

If the Chair is of the opinion that a question is one which for whatever
reason, cannot properly be asked in an area meeting, he/she will disallow it
and inform the resident of his/her decision.

Copies of any written answers (without individuals' personal contact
details) will be provided for members after the meeting and also be publicly
available.

Democratic Services will confirm the status of the progress on any
previously requested written answers and follow up any related actions
requested by the Local Area Council.

6. PETITIONS (Pages
17 - 26)
This item is to:

(@) Receive any new petitions: The following e-petition was received
by Democratic Services and opened for signatures on 15 February 2021

We regard the action taken by this council to impose planning enforcement
procedures on over 60 residents in Lynemouth to be unfair and
disproportionate. In the midst of a global pandemic, this action disregards
this council's duty of care towards the health and wellbeing of its
constituents.

Residents are already suffering financially and proceeding with this action
at this time will cause not only further financial hardship for many, but also
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poses a threat to mental and physical wellbeing.

Whilst the action may be governed by national legislation, we ask this
Council Administration to:

1. Consider whether there are any discretionary powers at local level to
address the problem.

2. Recognise the financial pressure this puts on people at this current
time.

3. Acknowledge that it has a duty of care to residents and at the very least
extend the timescales on any enforcement until such times when residents
can meet with any such professional bodies as they need to in order to
produce the relevant applications, plans etc.

A response will be requested for a future meeting.
(b)  Consider reports on petitions previously received:

Petition Regarding Northumberland County Council asset transfer of
redundant public toilet to Newbiggin Town Council.

(c) Receive any updates on petitions for which a report was
previously considered: any updates will be verbally reported at the
meeting.

7. LOCAL SERVICES ISSUES

To receive a verbal update from the Area Managers from Technical
Services and Neighbourhood Services in attendance about any key recent,
ongoing and/or future planned Local Services work for the attention of
members of the Local Area Council, who will also then have the
opportunity to raise issues with the Area Managers.

The Area Managers have principal responsibility for highway services and
environmental services, such as refuse collection, street cleansing and
grounds maintenance, within the geographic boundaries of the Local Area
Council.

8. POLICING AND COMMUNITY SAFETY UPDATE
The Neighbourhood Inspector has been invited to this meeting to give an

overview and answer questions about policing and any community safety
matters in the Ashington and Blyth area.

9. MEMBERS’ LOCAL IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES 2017/21 (Pages
27 - 60)

To receive a progress report.
10. LOCAL AREA COUNCIL WORK PROGRAMME 2019/20 (Pages
61 - 72)

To note the latest version of agreed items for future Local Area Council
meetings (any suggestions for new agenda items will require confirmation
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by the Business Chair after the meeting)
11. URGENT BUSINESS

To consider such other business as, in the opinion of the Chair, should, by
reason of special circumstances, be considered as a matter of urgency.
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IF YOU HAVE AN INTEREST AT THIS MEETING, PLEASE:

e Declare it and give details of its nature before the matter is discussion or as soon as it
becomes apparent to you.
e Complete this sheet and pass it to the Democratic Services Officer.

Name (please print):

Meeting:

Date:

Item to which your interest relates:

Nature of Registerable Personal Interest i.e either disclosable pecuniary interest (as
defined by Annex 2 to Code of Conduct or other interest (as defined by Annex 3 to Code
of Conduct) (please give details):

Nature of Non-registerable Personal Interest (please give details):

Are you intending to withdraw from the meeting?

1. Registerable Personal Interests — You may have a Registerable Personal Interest if the
issue being discussed in the meeting:

a) relates to any Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (as defined by Annex 1 to the Code of
Conduct); or
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b) any other interest (as defined by Annex 2 to the Code of Conduct)

The following interests are Disclosable Pecuniary Interests if they are an interest of either you
or your spouse or civil partner:

(1) Employment, Office, Companies, Profession or vocation; (2) Sponsorship; (3) Contracts
with the Council; (4) Land in the County; (5) Licences in the County; (6) Corporate Tenancies
with the Council; or (7) Securities - interests in Companies trading with the Council.

The following are other Registerable Personal Interests:

(1) any body of which you are a member (or in a position of general control or management) to
which you are appointed or nominated by the Council; (2) any body which (i) exercises
functions of a public nature or (ii) has charitable purposes or (iii) one of whose principal
purpose includes the influence of public opinion or policy (including any political party or trade
union) of which you are a member (or in a position of general control or management ); or (3)
any person from whom you have received within the previous three years a gift or hospitality
with an estimated value of more than £50 which is attributable to your position as an elected or
co-opted member of the Council.

2. Non-registerable personal interests - You may have a non-registerable personal interest
when you attend a meeting of the Council or Cabinet, or one of their committees or sub-
committees, and you are, or ought reasonably to be, aware that a decision in relation to an
item of business which is to be transacted might reasonably be regarded as affecting your well
being or financial position, or the well being or financial position of a person described below to
a greater extent than most inhabitants of the area affected by the decision.

The persons referred to above are: (a) a member of your family; (b) any person with whom you
have a close association; or (c) in relation to persons described in (a) and (b), their employer,
any firm in which they are a partner, or company of which they are a director or shareholder.

3. Non-participation in Council Business

When you attend a meeting of the Council or Cabinet, or one of their committees or sub-
committees, and you are aware that the criteria set out below are satisfied in relation to any
matter to be considered, or being considered at that meeting, you must : (a) Declare that fact
to the meeting; (b) Not participate (or further participate) in any discussion of the matter at the
meeting; (c) Not participate in any vote (or further vote) taken on the matter at the meeting;
and (d) Leave the room whilst the matter is being discussed.

The criteria for the purposes of the above paragraph are that: (a) You have a registerable or
non-registerable personal interest in the matter which is such that a member of the public
knowing the relevant facts would reasonably think it so significant that it is likely to prejudice
your judgement of the public interest; and either (b) the matter will affect the financial position
of yourself or one of the persons or bodies referred to above or in any of your register entries;
or (c) the matter concerns a request for any permission, licence, consent or registration sought
by yourself or any of the persons referred to above or in any of your register entries.

This guidance is not a complete statement of the rules on declaration of interests which
are contained in the Members’ Code of Conduct. If in any doubt, please consult the
Monitoring Officer or relevant Democratic Services Officer before the meeting.
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Agenda Item 2

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL
ASHINGTON & BLYTH LOCAL AREA COUNCIL

At a virtual meeting of the Ashington & Blyth Local Area Council held on Wednesday,
13 January 2021 at 6:00 pm.

PRESENT

Councillor G Webb (Chair)

MEMBERS
E Cartie K Nisbet
G Davey K Parry
S Davey M Purvis
B Gallacher J Reid
J J Gobin L Rickerby
L Grimshaw E Simpson
J Lang

OFFICERS
M Carle Highways Delivery Area Manager
D Lally Chief Executive
P Jones Service Director — Local Services
K Norris Democratic Services Officer
R Wealleans Neighbourhood Services Area

Manager
ALSO PRESENT

N Oliver Cabinet Member for Local Services
R Wearmouth Cabinet Member for Business &
Tourism

110. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor D Campbell and T Wilson.

111. DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS’ INTERESTS
Councillor Simpson declared an interest in item 5a, Receipt of New Petitions, as she had

submitted the petition referred to. Councillor Simpson would leave the meeting during
discussion of that item.
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112.

113.

114.

115.

MINUTES

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting of the Ashington & Blyth Local Area Council
held on Wednesday, 9 December 2020, as circulated, be confirmed as a true record and
signed by the Chair.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

No questions from the public had been received in advance of the meeting.

PETITIONS

(a) Receive any new petitions - the following e-petition had been received by
Democratic Services and opened for signatures on 3 December 2020:

Newbiggin Town Council held a meeting on 18 November and voted for (3 for only 2
against), the proposed asset transfer of the derelict toilets next to the Cresswell Arms
Public House, Newbiggin from Northumberland County Council. This petition is opposed to
the asset transfer and redevelopment of a new toilet block at this location to be paid for by
Newbiggin residents and instead wants this eyesore demolished and the site cleared. We
believe that this best represents the views of local residents who have not been consulted
on this matter.

The petition was acknowledged and it was noted that officers would be requested to
produce a report for March’s meeting.

(b) Consider reports on petitions previously received: No reports to consider.

(c) Receive any updates on petitions for which a report was previously
considered: An update would be provided later in the meeting regarding the
petition considered at November’s meeting about speeding traffic on Woodhorn
Road, Ashington.

LOCAL SERVICES ISSUES

The Neighbourhood Services Area Manager and Highways Delivery Area Manager
were in attendance to provide verbal updates about any key recent, ongoing and/or
future planned Local Services work and to respond to issues raised by members.

Neighbourhood Services

R Wealleans, Neighbourhood Services Area Manager, said it had been a long and
challenging year for staff in frontline services who were out working across the entire
Christmas period. Tasks carried out included refuse collections, emptying litter bins,
street cleansing to ensure streets remained clean and tidy, continuation of the winter
works programme and winter gritting of footpaths when required.

He was sure members would recognise the huge efforts of the frontline teams over what
had been the most difficult period the Council had ever faced.

Chair’s Initials.........
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Waste Service update

The Refuse Collection Service had worked very well over the Christmas period. There
had been some unfavourable weather conditions but a minimal number of bins had been
missed in the Ashington/Blyth area and a good communication strategy ensured that
substitute collection days were successful. Refuse staff collected 823 tonnes of residual
waste and 247 tonnes of recycling waste on the collections after the Christmas and New
Year period, an increase of 113 tonnes of residual and 37 tonnes of recycling compared
with the previous fortnightly collections.

Grounds Maintenance

Regular winter works were well under way and requests made by members would be
addressed. Members were requested to submit any further winter work requests (e.g.
hedges and shrub maintenance) for assessment. These would be added to the schedule,
if appropriate, and carried out if there were available resources subject to any new COVID
restrictions

Street Cleansing

Cleansing routes continued to work well, leaf clearance hotspots were complete and
regular sweeping schedules were back in place. Other cleansing activities were ongoing
and a litter pick of the A189 spine road was planned over 4 weekends commencing on 7
February 2021.

Additional information

e Glass trial - there had been three collections of kerbside glass. Presentation rates
and yields had exceeded expectation.

e Free Tree Scheme - During December free trees were given out to residents over
eleven locations spread across the county. Ultimately, the aim had been to give
away 15,000 trees and this had been on target for January but as a result of the
current national lockdown a review was taking place as to how this could be
achieved.

In response to questions the following information was provided:

¢ Regarding some areas in Ashington where residents were having to put all of their
rubbish into bin liners, officers were in the process of submitting planning
permission to extend the compounds at Chestnut Street and Maple Street.
Councillor Gallacher would be kept informed about the process once notification
had been received from the Planning Department.

e Mr Wealleans agreed to contact the Tree Officer about concerns raised regarding
dubious material mixed in with hard rubble backing up against a tree on Jubilee
Industrial Estate for which a TPO had been approved at the last meeting. An update
would be provided to Councillor Gallacher thereafter.

e Regarding concerns about people parking on what was a cycle way between the
farm and the church at Blyth Road and walking on rough ground to access the new
zebra crossing to the ranch car park. The request for a footpath was a highways
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issue and would be picked up by Mr Carle and his team. An update would be
provided to Councillor S Davey in due course.

e Officers were aware of the ongoing issues with fly tipping in the Croft Ward and
were currently working with the Enforcement Team to see what could be done.
Councillor Nisbet would be kept informed. The Chair added that any perpetrators
being caught should be dealt with appropriately in order to send a warning message
out to others.

e With regard to concerns about the condition of the gravel along the cycle path at
Blyth beach, members were advised that a meeting was being held on Monday with
Colas who carry out the work and they would be doing a full sweep of the length of
the cycleway with a mini sweeper.

e Following concerns raised about overgrown trees and hedgerows along the river
Wansbeck from Sheepwash Bridge to Stakeford Bridge and sharp hawthorns, Mr
Wealleans said he would be in that area next week and would look into this.

On behalf of himself and the committee the Chair thanked the Neighbourhood Services
Area Manager and his team for all of the hard work they had done and asked for this to be
passed on to the team.

RESOLVED that the information be noted and the concerns set out in the bullet points
above be followed up with a response provided to members as indicated.

Technical Services
M Carle, Highways Delivery Area Manager, provided an update on highways as follows:

e Tarmac Patching had been carried out in Fallowfield Way and Keats Grove,
Ashington; Thornton Street and Bowes Court, Blyth.

e Drainage works had been completed in Cowpen Road and Newsham Road, Blyth;
Purbeck Gardens, Ashington.

e Hedge to hedge work had now been completed in Wellhead Dean Road, A1068
and A189, Ashington; Newsham cycle track, Blyth and Newbiggin cycle Track (rear
of Grace Darling Campus).

¢ Interms of other work, two raised tables and improved drainage had been carried
out at First and Second Avenue, Ashington; kerbing works were progressing well at
Bothal Cottages, Ashington and were expected to be finished this week; the
installation of a new cycle track at Collingwood, Newbiggin was now complete.

e Tarmac patching was scheduled for Avondale Avenue, Chester Grove and Marine
Terrace, Blyth; North Seaton Road, Ashington and Bothal Bank.

e Upcoming flags to flex — Fulmar Drive, Blyth (programmed to start on Monday, 18
January for four weeks) and Beatrice Avenue, Blyth; College Road, Ashington.

e Work would be starting in the car park at High Street, Blyth on 14 January for two
weeks to remove the old planters and reinstate with tarmac.

With regard to winter services, Mr Carle said it had been a very mixed winter so far with
predominately marginal temperatures across the county including a small amount of larger
temperature dips. A mixture of precautionary gritting runs had been carried out from high
route runs to full runs.

The end of October 2020 to the beginning of December 2020 had been fairly quiet with
just precautionary runs taking place. Since the start of December until 9 January 2021
there had been three small weather events predominantly 150-200ft in the higher ground.
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These events involved increased gritting runs and ploughing as well as the involvement of
the Winter Services Farmers and Sub Contractor framework to support the snow clearing
efforts. In Allendale the snow blower had been required to clear some of the smaller

roads.

As of 8:00 hrs on 11 January the following work had been carried out:

49 full gritting runs involving all 28-front line gritters.

6 additional reduced runs including all routes defined as west of the A1 (where the
level above sea increases out of Zone 1 (Coastal)). This still included 22 front line
gritters.

10 additional high route runs on routes over 800 ft. with 7 gritters.

This equated to approximately 1800 individual WS operations.

Secondary routes had been treated on numerous occasions when the conditions
persisted for prolonged periods into the day (snowl/ice persisting into the day past
10am) or in advance of expected snow/ice. Assistance from colleagues in
Neighbourhood Services had been much appreciated.

Excluding the three smaller snow events 10,000 tonnes on the gritting network had
been used. An additional 1,500 tonnes had been used on snow events etc.
Officers were currently taking stock of current salt levels for a refill in early February
2021.

Mr Carle noted the following concerns and agreed to look at them or forward them to the
relevant officer as appropriate:

Problems with the gully flooding on the corner of Croft Road/Bondicar Terrace
(update to be provided to Councillor Nisbett).

Confirmation of when double yellow lines would be done on Plessey Road, Blyth
and Central Parkway, Newbiggin (to be chased up with N Snowdon and update
provided to Councillor Cartie (Plessey Road) and Councillor Simpson (Central
Parkway).

An update on the petition regarding speeding traffic on Woodhorn Road (to be
chased up with N Snowdon and update provided to Councillor Parry).

The position regarding a request for deficient lighting on the zebra crossing near the
Elephant pub on North Seaton Road to be rectified (to be chased up with officers in
Street Lighting and update provided to Councillor Purvis).

Concerns about the condition of Milburn Road from 5" to 6" Avenue and also about
levelling of paving after work carried out by the Electricity Board to replace cables in
7t Avenue, Milburn Road (M Carle to look at general condition of Milburn Road and
provide an update to Councillors Gallacher and Purvis. Complaints about the
reinstatement of paving would be reported to streetworks to contact whoever
carried out the utility work).

The position of traffic calming measures in High Market, Ashington and Institute
Road, Ashington and the 30 mph traffic sign being moved back at Potland Burn
Estate, Ashington (to be chased up with N Snowdon and update provided to
Councillor Grimshaw).

The position regarding traffic calming requests for South End Avenue and West
Court, Blyth (to be chased up with N Snowdon and an update be provided to
Councillor Webb).
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On behalf of himself and the committee the Chair thanked the Highways Delivery Area
Manager and his team for all of the hard work they had done and asked for this to be
passed on to the team.

RESOLVED that the information be noted and the concerns set out in the bullet points
above be looked at and a response provided as indicated.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

116.

117.

COVID UPDATE

This item had been withdrawn from the agenda as members had received an update at
Council the previous week and regular briefings for members were being held.

BUDGET 2021-22 AND MEDIUM TERM FINANCIAL PLAN

Councillors N Oliver, Cabinet Member for Corporate Services and R Wearmouth, Cabinet
Member for Business & Tourism were in attendance to provide a power point

presentation which outlined the Council’s strategy to the 2021-22 Budget within the context
of the Corporate Plan. A copy of the presentation would be filed with the signed minutes
and be uploaded to the Council’s website.

Councillor Oliver presented the following information:
Budget 2021-22 Approach

« Maintain high quality services most important to residents and businesses

o Continue to support the most vulnerable in communities whilst giving communities
more control.

o Leading economic recovery following Covid with an investment in a green recovery.

e Meet budget challenges through a programme of continuous innovation and
improvement.

Councillor Oliver wished to place on record his thanks to officers across all services who
had responded in an amazing way to provide an excellent service to residents in these
unprecedented times. In Northumberland 10% of people had now been vaccinated and it
was hoped the economy would re-open in the Spring. These had been very difficult times
for many people and the Council must be geared up and ready for recovery.

State of the Area

e Public Health - the most up to date Covid figures were provided and it was hoped
that the peak had been reached in Northumberland, however, there was no room
for complacency and it was important that everyone continued to follow the current
Government guidelines to protect themselves and others.

e Economy — Rural and coastal areas had been hit harder by the impact of COVID
having a strong tourism and hospitality sector. There had been an increase of 62%
in unemployment figures since March 2020. This particularly affected young people
working in the sector and grants had been unprecedented. It was hoped the
sectors would be able to recover quickly following the lifting of restrictions. Vacancy
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levels across the County were provided and these were 3% less than in 2019. It
was hoped vacancies would rise and fall again as jobs were filled going forward.

e Council Services - Throughout COVID the Council had maintained services most
important to residents. Officers had reacted quickly and successfully and had
adapted to news ways of working, embracing digital solutions and continuing to
improve services. Within 4 weeks 4,000 people had been given access to remote
working. Some changes would remain and some would be for the short term.

Budget 2021-22: Financial Context

Next year savings target circa £8.3 million.

Improving frontline services.

Increasing demand for services.

COVID-19 pandemic.

Ambitious capital programme.

Still investing in infrastructure and services whilst delivering savings.

Details were provided of the funding analysis from 2014 — 2024 along with the overall
funding arrangements. Details of a one-year spending review, which were better than
expected, had been received in December and figures were being reworked to reflect that.
There had been a lot support from the Government for the costs of COVID including
replacing lost Council Tax and extra costs in delivering Adult Services. In line with the cap
for core Council Tax it was proposed there would be a rise of 1.99% with 1.75% in the first
year and1.25% in the second year. The cap on Adult Social Care was 3%. Details were
also provided on the savings to be made by each directorate with a summary of savings by
year and changes in spending by service (gross). Movement in debt and details of the
capital programme for 2021-2024 were highlighted and it was acknowledged that slippage
had been more dramatic because of COVID.

Budget 2021-22: Summary

o The budget position, whilst challenging, was under control.

« Through managing debt better and driving efficiency the savings gap had been
reduced.

« The organisation continued to improve frontline services and was determined to
make the most of Government support.

« Increased costs and growing pressures in demand remained, particularly in adult
and children’s services.

« Tough decisions were still to be made but the Administration was committed to
protecting the most vulnerable.

« Ambitious for the future with targeted £748 million capital investment programme.

« Investment from North of Tyne Devolution Deal to make a difference to people’s
lives.

« Borderlands Growth Deal could act as a catalyst for further investment.

« Determination to shine a light on all that was great about Northumberland as a
place to work, live, visit and do business.

Budget 2021-22: Next Steps

e The budget consultation had started on 10 December and had been very well
publicised. There had been in excess of 450 responses which was unprecedented.
e Views from the Overview and Scrutiny Committees and Local Area Councils would
be invited and the final version would be considered by Full Council in February.
Chair’s Initials.........
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Councillor Wearmouth presented details of the investment programme going forward.

e Investing in Growth — details of Northumberland’s strengths were highlighted.
This included reference to natural capital and green businesses in the Port of Blyth
where there was an opportunity for offshore wind and the recent announcement by
Britshvolt about manufacturing electric car batteries.

e Investing in the transition to a future economy - opportunities in South East
Northumberland to lead the green revolution and ensure that residents would
benefit from the jobs created.

e Investing in our places, culture and tourism — the introduction of passenger ralil
services between Ashington and Newcastle were close to being secured and
funding was being sought to transform the corridor throughout that route; A town
deal for Blyth was underway and would hopefully be secured for Ashington and
Bedlington (whether specific or as part of the Borderlands Growth Deal). There was
an Ambitious Capital Development Programme and as part of Borderland
Investment, potential for mini town deals, as already being discussed for Newbiggin.

e Investing in transport and digital connectivity - improvements to address gaps
in infrastructure for internet and broadband connectivity; Plans for the
Northumberland Line to be up and running by 2023; dualling of the A1l and strategic
road improvements.

e Investing in people, jobs, skills and livelihoods — project in Blyth for Energy
Learning Hub; maximise training and opportunites for local residents in SE
Northumberland, part of which was ensuring the influence of the kickstarter
programme; ensuring the Education Challenge Fund would come to the North East
as proposed in the Devolution deal.

e Investing in arural green recovery - significant aims in terms of Low Carbon Heat
Networks, for eg heat recovery from mine water; discussions with the Great
Northumberland Forest, funding for renewable energy to carry out feasibility studies
to assist with that process; infrastructure for electric vehicle charging and investing
in green homes.

In response to questions/concerns raised by members, the following information was
provided:

e Concerns from Councillor Simpson that, as Ward Councillor, she had not been
made aware of or approached about plans for Newbiggin under the Borderland
Investment potential for mini towns. Councillor Wearmouth said he had not realised
Councillor Simpson had not been informed and would like to rectify that as soon as
possible. He suggested they have a meeting the following week with the
Community Regeneration Manager to bring Councillor Simpson up to date and
discuss any suggestions she may have.

e Concerns were raised that Ward Members were not being kept fully informed about
what was happening in their area or in South East Northumberland generally and
more clarity was needed. Councillor Wearmouth said if members wished to have
more information brought to the LAC he would be happy to provide presentations.

e In terms of the town deal for Ashington, a partnership had been formed and
meetings had taken place last year to get this established for whoever may come
on board. The next stage would be setting up a framewaork/constitution and a
presentation could be provided to the LAC if required. Councillor Gallacher said
emails would be sufficient to keep members up to date about what was happening
in South East Northumberland.

Chair’s Initials.........
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119.

Concerns about savings and improving front line services. Councillor Oliver referred
to the table in the presentation showing the overall gross budget for each service
level. He gave an example of Local Services which would see an increase in
spending of £4 million, however, within Local Services there was a savings
requirement, so the Council was trying to deliver services whilst dealing with
inflation and increasing demand. The gross budget of the Council was increasing
by £23 million but within that there was £8.3 million of efficiencies.

It was acknowledged this year would be tough but going forward there would be a
lot of investment in the county with jobs coming through and increased business
rates. Northumberland was therefore in a good position for recovery and delivering
economic growth.

In response to concerns from Councillor Grimshaw about £8.3 million in savings
across services, Councillor Oliver reiterated that the overall the budget had
increased by £23 million. The spending on frontline services was rising and it was
important to present a balanced picture. The Administration would always try to
drive efficiencies and do things in a more innovative way to deliver better value and
higher quality services. In terms of capital expenditure this was spread across the
county, the South East area probably being the greatest beneficiary.

Regarding the request for a breakdown of what jobs were available in each area,
officers would be asked if this was possible.

A presentation would be provided on the budget consultation response.

Regarding school meals, members were advised that 95% of schools in
Northumberland were offering vouchers and there had been no reports of poor
guality lunches being provided. If members were aware of any problems, they
should bring this forward.

Business rates were set by the Government and were not part of the Local
Authority’s budget.

Councillor Gobin raised concerns that he had not been involved in any discussions
about the Northumberland Line which would come through his ward or new
businesses in his area. In response Councillor Wearmouth said Councillor Gobin
had been invited to a meeting on 25 January with Strategic Planning Committee
members to receive more information on the battery facility. He agreed that a
briefing could be provided to Councillor Gobin in advance of the meeting.
Councillor Wearmouth had attended a meeting with the Town Council on 21
December and had covered details to the extent he was able at that time.

The Chair thanked Councillors Oliver and Wearmouth for their presentations and for
answering the questions put forward.

RESOLVED that the information be noted.

LOCAL AREA COUNCIL WORK PROGRAMME

Members received the latest version of agreed items for future Local Area Council
meetings (attached to the signed minutes as Appendix D).

RESOLVED that the information be noted.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
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It was noted that the next meeting would take place on Wednesday, 10 February 2020,
time to be confirmed.

The meeting closed at 7.33 pm

Chair

Date

Chair’s Initials.........
Ashington and Blyth Local Area Council, 13 January 2021 10

Page 10



120.

121.

Agenda Iltem 3

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL
ASHINGTON & BLYTH LOCAL AREA COUNCIL

At a virtual meeting of the Ashington & Blyth Local Area Council held on Wednesday,
10 February at 6:00 pm.

PRESENT

Councillor G Webb (Chair)

MEMBERS
E Cartie J Lang
G Davey K Nisbet
S Davey K Parry
B Gallacher L Rickerby
J J Gobin E Simpson
L Grimshaw
OFFICERS
P Jones Service Director — Local Services
K Norris Democratic Services Officer
D Rumney Principal Programme Officer
(Highways Maintenance)
N Snowdon Principal Programme Officer

(Highways Improvement)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors D Campbell, M Purvis and T
Wilson.

LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN PROGRAMME 2021-22 AND HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE
INVESTMENT IN U AND C ROADS AND FOOTWAYS PROGRAMME 2021-22

Paul Jones, Service Director — Local Services, introduced the above report which set out
details of the draft Local Transport Plan (LTP) programme for 2021-22 and the

draft Highway Maintenance Investment in U and C Roads and Footways programme for
2021-22.

Mr Jones advised members that prior to formal confirmation from the Department of
Transport (DfT), the programme for 2021/22 had been developed on the basis of an
assumed capital allocation of just over £19 million. The programme also covered £5
million which was the second year allocation from the overall £15 million the Council had
invested in U and C roads and footway maintenance over a two year period and had been
developed following dialogue with County Councillors and Town and Parish Councils, all of
which had been taken into consideration. Although there were always more requests than
funding available, work had been prioritised in a consistent manner to achieve the best
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value for money for those using the transport network. As set out in the appendices, the
funding was divided across four keys areas, Walking and Cycling; Safety Works; Road
Maintenance Improvement Schemes and Bridges, Structures and Landslips.

Mr Jones highlighted the following key elements:

In terms of Walking and Cycling over £1.5 million had been allocated for
improvements which would benefit health and wellbeing and tie into the Council’s
climate change agenda. As part of NCC’s medium term financial plan £3 million had
been allocated within the capital programme through the Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plans to develop infrastructure in the twelve main towns in the county.
This was an ongoing programme to invest in cycling and walking infrastructure to
support modal shift and reduce the numbers of short car journeys, and would place
NCC in a strong position to attract government funding.

On Safety schemes, just over £2 million had been allocated and would include
improvements to address accident hotspots. An allocation of £350,000 had been
made for general refurbishment and renewal of road signs/markings as
deterioration of these had been highlighted by members of all the Local Area
Councils.

Roads had the highest allocation of just over £12 million as these were the county’s
biggest assets in terms of the network to be maintained. One of the main elements
was an allocation of £750,00 for a countywide programme of drainage works to
address issues causing damage to the network.

Just under £3 million had been allocated to look at Bridges, Structures and
Landslips and this was predominantly around bridge strengthening works and
preventative work around landslips.

The £5 million programme for U and C roads was split across four areas, Rural
Road Refurbishment; Residential Road Refurbishment; Small Works and Footway
Refurbishment. Small works involved those roads which needed structural
maintenance, patching works and micro surfacing works in order to tackle long term
problems.

Once feedback had been received and considered, the programme would be finalised with
work commencing on 1 April 2021.

Questions from members were invited and the following information was provided:

In terms of cycling, Mr Jones agreed that keen road cyclists who wanted to travel at
speed and cover longer distances would generally avoid the use of cycle tracks.
Much of the cycling provision within towns was for commuting or for families to use
for recreation purposes. It was acknowledged that cycling infrastructure needed to
be fit for purpose and well maintained. Officers were aware that securing budget
provision to ensure the on-going maintenance of cycle infrastructure was an issue
to be aware of. The £3 million allocation for LCWIPs was for development of the
Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans that had been prepared for the 12
main towns across Northumberland including Ashington and Blyth. This was to look
at the key routes within settlements and take these forward to encourage as many
people to use them as possible. Funding for this would be from a variety of sources,
including contributions from developers and hopefully include Government grants
going forward.

Regarding drainage, the routine cleansing maintenance of gullies was a separate
revenue budget issue. There had to be a balance between carrying out routine

Chair’s Initials.........
Ashington and Blyth Local Area Council, 10 February 2021 2

Page 12



work and reactive work where problems arose. The capital budget drainage
investment itself was more about looking at the drainage systems and making sure
open drains alongside roads were clear. If there was under capacity of drainage
systems within the highways network these would be tackled and the diameter of
pipework improved to clear water from roads and prevent surface water flooding.

¢ If Members wished to prioritise any particular drainage issues in their local area,
they were requested to report them to their Local Area Manager for inclusion in the
programme.

e Regarding landslips, reference had been made to the historic problem at Todstead,
between Rothbury and Weldon Bridge which was an area close to the river. Work
had been carried out to patch up the main landslip there and consultants had been
appointed to look at the sub slips within that. Members were advised that because
of the significant costs that were likely to be involved to deliver the final scheme
which was still being developed, it was anticipated that this would not be funded
through the LTP. Once a detailed scheme had been established, funding would be
sought from the Council’s capital borrowing and bids would be made for
government funding.

e The £2,000 minimum amount for Members’ Small Schemes was a requirement from
the capital finance rules and had been in place for some time. Members were
implored to make the best use of this and were encouraged to use it. If they wished
to use it for highways maintenance, officers would be happy to support them in any
way they could.

e It was acknowledged that micro surfacing was appropriate for some sites and not
others but it had become an important part of the toolbox in the urban environment.
Surface dressings had not been popular with residents, particularly in estates, and
micro surfacing was a very effective preventative treatment other than surface
dressing.

e Regarding an application made a year and a half ago for a pelican crossing
opposite St John’s vicarage, an interactive sign, funded by the local member, had
been erected to encourage vehicles to slow down when approaching the crossing.
Officers would look at this to see how improvements could be made and the
scheme for a pelican crossing may be considered this year as part of phase 1.
Officers would arrange for some surveys to be carried out with a view to taking this
forward if it met the necessary criteria.

e Officers were aware of the deteriorating condition of Queens Road, Bedlington
Station and were making plans to have work carried out in the first quarter of this
financial year.

e Interms of planned general highways work in the next two years, members were
advised that the Council was well equipped to carry out work but acknowledged it
would depend on the level of funding received from central government and funding
allocated from the budget.

e Micro surfacing was a seasonal activity and set up costs were high, it was therefore
more cost effective for contractors to carry out this work.

e The total cost of the traffic calming scheme at South End Avenue, Blyth, including
funding provided by Councillor Webb from his small schemes budget, was in the
region of £70,000. There were some amendments to make to the scheme and a
consultation would take place as soon as possible. In response to an offer of
additional funding from Councillor Webb to take this forward quickly, Mr Snowdon
said he would contact Councillor Webb outside of the meeting to discuss this
further.

e With regard to parking restrictions on Plessey Road, an update would be provided
to Councillor Cartie regarding the current position of the TRO.
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The Chair and members thanked the Service Director — Local Services and his team for
the excellent work they had carried out, especially in such extreme conditions. Mr Jones
acknowledged the comments made saying they were much appreciated and would be
passed on.

RESOLVED that

=

The report be received and noted.

2. Members’ comments be considered in the finalisation of both the LTP Programme for
2021-22 and the Highway Maintenance Investment in U and C Roads and Footways
Programme for 2021-22.

122. URGENT BUSINESS

With the agreement of the Chair, Councillor G Davey raised an issue regarding a planning

123.

application which had been submitted for a footbridge over the railway line between Chase
Meadows and the footpath leading to the new railway station. He raised concerns about
the design which was not suitable for disabled access, cycle access or pushchair access.
Councillor Davey referred to a bridge over a redundant railway line in the Isabella Ward
that had full disabled access and recommended that the new footbridge should be based
on that design. Councillor Cartie and Councillor Gallacher supported the comments made
stating that the design was not fit for purpose and there should be a block review of this
design for any new railway footbridges across the county.

In response Mr Jones said the comments would be passed on to Stuart McNaugton and
his team who were carrying out this work through Acomb.

RESOLVED that concerns about the design of the footbridge over the railway line between
Chase Meadows and the footpath leading to the new railway station not being fit for
purpose be passed to the Strategic Transport Manager and that these comments also be
noted for any future footbridge proposals.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting would take place on Wednesday, 10 March 2021,
time to be confirmed.

The meeting closed at 6:32 pm

Chair

Date
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Agenda Item 6

Py

Northumberland

County Council

COMMITTEE: ASHINGTONANDBLYTHLOCAL AREA COUNCIL

DATE: MARCH 2021

TITLE OF REPORT: Petition Regarding Northumberland County Council
assettransfer of redundantpublic toilet to Newbiggin Town Council

Report of the Director of Local Services, Paul Jones

Cabinet Member: Councillor Glen Sanderson, Leader of the Council

Purpose of report

To acknowledgethe recentlyreceived petition and seek the views of the Local Area Council.

Recommendations

It is recommended that members consider the report and note that an asset transfer of a
public convenience from Northumberland County Council to Newbiggin by the Sea Town
Councilisin accordance with the provisionsin the Northumberland Town and Parish Council
Charter.

Link to Corporate Plan

This report is relevantto the “We wantyou to love where you live” priority included in the
NCC Corporate Plan 2020-2021.

1. Key issues

1.1  The public convenience building in Prospect Place, Newbiggin by the
Sea adjacentto Cresswell Arms Public House, was operated and maintained
by the County Council until 2016 when itwas closed.

1.2 The County Council invested in anew modern public toilet facility at Front
Street in Newbiggin, this new facility opened in December 2017.

1.3 Inthe Town and Parish Charter the County Council makes a commitment
to support Town and Parish Councils to maintain their own local services and
assets if they wish to do so.

1.4 Newbiggin by the Sea Town Council, through a formal resolution of the
Council, do wish to maintain this local asset.
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As part of the asset transfer the County Council would make available the
avoided demolition costs, estimated at £20,000, to the Town Council as this
would be ‘cost neutral’ to the County Council and would be used as part of
their funding arrangements to secure the refurbishment of the facility.

2. Background

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

2.5

2.6

A request for an e-petition was received in November 2020 seeking support
from interested people in opposing the transfer of the public toilets. The
wording of the petition request was:

To stop the asset transfer of derelict toilets to Newbiggin Town
Council Newbiggin Town Council held a meeting on 18 November and voted
for (3 for only 2 against), the proposed asset transfer of the derelicttoilets next
to the Cresswell Arms PublicHouse, Newbiggin from Northumberland County
Council.

This petition is opposedto the assettransfer and redevelopmentof a new toilet
block at this location to be paid for by Newbiggin residents and instead wants
this eyesore demolished and the site cleared. We believe that this best
represents the views of local residents who have not been consulted on this
matter.

The petition opened on 3 December 2020 and when itclosed on 3
February 2021 it was supported by 185 signatories. It is therefore eligible for
a formal response from the County Council.

The toilets in question are currently closed and have notbeen opera